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SUBJECT: REPORTS OP AN INDONESIAN OPPENSIVE IN EAST TIMOR 

1. SEPT 1 ISSUE OP ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY INDONESIAN 
OBSERVER SUMMARIZES REPORT PUBLISHED IN MELBOURNE AGE 
AND SYDNEY MORNING HERALD AND ATTRIBUTED TO AUSTRALIAN 
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES THAT INDOENSIANS WOULD WITHIN NEXT PEW 
DAYS INITIATE DEFENSIVE INVOLVING UP TO 15 BATTALIONS AGAINST 
PRETILIN PORCES IN EAST TIMOR. OBSERVER STATED IT HAD BEEN 
UNABLE TO OBTAIN OFPICIAL INDONESIAN REACTION TO THIS REPORT. 

2. NEWSPAPER, WHICH LIKE ITS SISTER INDONESIAN DAILY 
MERDEKA HAS OPTEN BEEN CRITICAL OP GOVERNMENT, QUOTED 
UNIDENTIPIED "OBSERVERS" AS STATING THAT OPPENSIVE WOULD 
JEOPARDIZE GOI AMNESTY OFPER AND IMPLICITLY REPUTE GOVERNEMTN 
CLAIMS THAT SECURITY HAS IMPROVED AND THAT DEVELOPMENT 
EPPORTS ARE BECOMING MORE TANGIBLE TO THE PEOPLE. NEWSPAPER 
THEN COMMENTS THAT NEW GOVERNMENT REQUIREMENT FOR EAST 
TIMOR VISITORS TO OBTAIN SPECIAL DEPENSE AND INTERIOR 
DEPARTMENTS PERMIT AND REFUSAL TO ALLOW AUSTRALIAN 

MPS TO VISIT PROVINCE ARE REASONS TO BELIEVE THAT 
SITUATION THERE IS "NOT QUITE NORMAL." 
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3. COMMENT: AN OPPENSIVE OPERATION OP THE SIZE MENTIONED 
IN THIS REPORT WOULD ENTAIL A DEPINITE CHANGE IN MILITARY 
TACTICS OP PAST SEVERAL MONTHS BUT NOT NECESSARILY AN 
INCREASE IN PORCES PRESENTLY COMMITTED TO THE AREA. 

AS OBSERVER POINTS OUT, TIMING WOULD NOT APPEAR TO BE AT 
ALL POLITICALLY PROPITIOUS. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY OPICERS 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT INDONESIAN OPFICIALS IN WEST TIMOR HAVE 
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RECENTLY SPOKEN OE ERETILIN PLANS TO AMASS THEIR EORCES EOR 
AN ATTENTION-GETTING EORAY ON EVE OE UNGA CONSIDERATION OE 
EAST TIMOR ISSUE. AUSTRALIANS SPECULATE THAT INDONESIANS 
MAY WISH TAKE PREEMPTIVE ACTION AGAINST FORCES BELIEVED TO 
BE ASSEMBLING EOR THE OPERATION, WHICH SHOULD 
CONSTITUTE MUCH BETTER TARGET THAN SCATTERED ERETILIN 
POCKETS HAVE HERETOEORE OEEERED. 

RIVES 
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